
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Elder to beloved Gaius 
I love in TRUTH 

2 pray well with  you  
 

brothers testified your faithfulness TRUTH 
 
 
 

I  joy   my children walking in TRUTH 

5 you faithfully  -  brothers / strangers 
 

testified to your love 
 
 

Send  them on in manner worthy  God 
They gone out –  

accepting no support  from Gentiles 
We ought to support such people  

 
 
9 Diotrephes – not acknowledge  

our authority 
If I  come – call attention 
false charges against us 

                   refuses welcome brothers 
 
 

If I  come – call attention 
false charges against us 

                   refuses welcome brothers 
 

 
 
 
 

11 imitate good- from God 
  

everyone testified favourably - Demitrius    
 

we also  
 
 13 I rather not write  
 

hope  see you 
talk face  

 
 15 Peace-    friends greet you  
                                                                           16 

3 John vs1-15 

Demitrius  
 
Who?  INT Demetrius who 
probably carries the letter is sent 
with the commendation of the 
eldership John belongs to Of a 
good reputation – perhaps John 
is confirming Demitrius’ could 
fulfil leadeship role in Gaius’ 
church?  

Who?  
Elder, I, my, we, our.   
Author not named explicitly 
What? Loves Gaius. Term of affection  
  
• Is The Elder . Definite article suggests 

overall leader.  
• He prays for Gaius 2  
• My children:FOS Same term used in 

all three ‘John’ letters.  
INT Filial term of affection by 
implication considers himself to be a 
metaphorical father.  
Words like ‘,beloved x4 / children’ 
friends– creates atmosphere of  
affection , closeness, intimacy, even 
deep paternal bond. 

• What? Use of pronoun OUR /WE vs 
8,9: INT: a member of a team –  

• Coworker – expression of equality 
with Gaius and other believers- not 
aloof or heiracharcy in status.  

• What? Not acknowledge our 
authority INT: Author is leader so 
both filial and leadership expressions 
in this letter  

• John has no greater joy than to hear 
his children are walking in the truth 4 

• Has written something to the church 
about Diotrephes ? 9 or about their 
authority over the church? INT So 
author is writing both personally to 
Gaius and to the church as a whole. 
He makes everything he does 
accountable  

• Has a lot to write to Gaius 13 
• Rather not write – prefers to talk face 

to face 13 INT to avoid being 
misunderstood?  

• Hopes to see Gaius soon 
• John has friends they share in 

common for they greet Gaius 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHORTATION 

EXHORTATION 

Final greetings 

Opening greetings 

Support brothers 

A Bad leader  

A Good leader  

INT A personal letter from ‘the 
elder’ to Gaius It is likely 
Demitirus carried the letter and 
concerns Diotrephes who is a 
hostile and erroneous leader.  
It is the shortest letter in the 
NT and is a private letter.  

Atmosphere 
Beloved, joy, love . 
children 
Warmth of 
relationship 

2 exhortations 
1. concerns the brothers the elder is 

sending on – to support them 
2. a general principle – (not to follow 

practice of Diotrephes?) not imitate 
what is evil but  what is good. 

Who? GAIUS  
External source: It is possibly derived 
from Latin gaudere "to rejoice", though it 
may be of unknown Etruscan origin. This 
was a very common Roman praenomen, 
the most famous bearers 
being Gaius Julius Caesar.  
 
• Beloved loved by author 1 
• Has truth 4 
• One of John’s ‘children’ 3-4 
• Brothers testify to his faithfulness in 

the truth 3  he has a good 
reputation for being faithful 

• He is walking in the truth 4 FOS  
INT implies practices Christian 
behaviour consistently 

• He has by implication welcomed 
the travelling brothers though they 
are strangers to him 6 

• He should send them on in a 
manner worthy of God – that is 
support them - making himself a 
coworker 6b- 8 

• Impliciit : Gaius  recognizes Johns 
authority since clear John is able to 
write to  instruct him. 6,11 

• Implied : INT  Knows Demetrius 
and can rely on the authors and 
everyones testimony about him.  

 
 
 
 
 

Diotrephes  
INT This individual may be one of the 
deceivers in 1 and 2 John  
 
• Puts himself first  INT perhaps D. does 

not want to use church funds that would 
otherwise serve his own needs  

• He refuses to welcome the brothers  INT 
these brothers may be travelling with the 
author’s authority.  

• In addition he stops those who do want 
to welcome them and even expels them 
from the  church INT  implied Diotrephes 
is a leader in the church but is going 
independent taking decisions into his 
own hands even ones contrary to those 
in authority  

• Not acknowledge the authors authority. 9 
• Spreads false charges against the author 

and his team 10 
• INT	  Vs	  11	  suggests	  the	  author	  is	  implicitly	  

stating	   his	   behaviour	   is	   evil?	   ‘Whoever	  
does	  evil	  has	  not	  seen	  God’	  :	  also	  suggests	  
he	  is	  godless.	  	  

• INT	  The	  emphasis	  on	  the	  Truth	  in	  this	  letter	  
implicitly	  suggests	  Diotrephes	  is	  not	  ‘	  in	  the	  
truth’	   or	   does	   not	   ‘walk	   in	   the	   truth’	   the	  
truth	   being	   the	   gospel	   as	   received	   by	   the	  
Elder	  author..	  	  
 
 

 

• Brothers (Gk) vs5 
• Strangers to Gaius but to be 

welcomed by him 
• Testified about Gaius’ love before the 

church vs 6  
• Send them on in a manner worthy of 

God 6 They are travelling beyond 
Gaius’ location and need material 
support?  

• Began their journey for sake of Christ 
accepting no support from Gentiles ( 
non believers) 7 

• On a literal geographical journey- 
itinerant Christians. Motivated by love 
of Christ ( implied) 

• Not accepting support from Gentiles 
implies not wanting to be indebted to 
unbelievers – free then to speak freely 
not having to please a benefactor. 7 
The brothers who need support have 
not received any help from Gentiles 
indicating they are Jews so the 
fellowship may be predominantly 
Jewish. 

• Implied : Worthy of support from other 
believers. 8 

• By implication are workers of the truth 
8 

• Not welcomed by  Diotrephes 11 
 

Accountability 
1 : 

Accountability 
2 

Accountability 
3 

Accountability 
4 

Accountability 
5 

NRSV 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary 
 
The letters primary purpose is ensure the brothers 
who are travelling as Christian workers are supported 
by Gaius. He is concerned Diotrephes will prevent 
this and even expel people from the church who do 
welcome and support the brothers who are coming 
through.  He is also anxious to endorse Demetrius 
who is testifed favourably about by everyone.  
 
Gaius an influential person in the church is the 
original reader: this letter from the elder  aims to 
strengthen Gaius calling him to imitate what is good 
and not be perhaps influenced by antiauthoritian 
Diotrephes. He appeals both as an Elder and as a 
friend coworker much as Paul does in Philemon . His 
approach is to persuade “ you do well to send them in 
a manner worthy of God’. He is not authoritarian in an 
overbearing way.  
 
It is possible G. will come into conflict with Diotrephes  
over the issue of supporting visiting brothers. The  
author is supporting Gaius  (who may be threatened 
himself with expulsion?) – assuring him that he 
himself hopes to come and make clear what D is 
doing.  

Application  
 
Accountability is written all over this letter. Independent 
leadership can descend into error.  
 
Authentic believers should be supported as coworkers by 
believers. Christian ministries should not be dependent on 
sources that could comprimise their message or ethics 
 
Leadership should be accountable to respected authority in 
the church. Demetrius is known to be true by all.  
 
Sometimes radical disicpline is required to stop those who 
are in error and who spread false charges  
 
Always act in accountable ways. The author writes to both an 
individual and the church.  
 
The author has authority but sees himself as a coworker and 
friend combining two qualities – Jesus is likely to be his direct 
model.  
 
Diotrephes is criticised for putting himself first 9 and for pride- 
not ackowledging credited authority. Submission is an 
important attribute leadership must be able to demonstrate.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


