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CRITICAL METHOD    

Who wrote the book   
Internal evidence : no evidence of author other than name at beginning; ‘ the vision of Obadiah’ 
Obadiah means ‘ servant of Yahweh’. It is likely he was one part of the EXILE Community. Perhaps 
he was a survivor of the Seige and destruction of Jerusalem and was an eye witness of the 
Edomites treachery. He is probably a contemporary of Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
 

When was it written    internal evidence :  
Some argue for an early date : 9th Century during reign of Johram.  
Evidence :  

 No mention of temple destruction of 586 B. C.   

 There is an absence of Aramaic expressions one would expect from Post Assyrian influence 
post 6th Century.  

 The nations mentioned are not Exilic but crop up earlier. 

 The sins Edom condemned compare with those mentioned by Amos.  
Others argue for a later date: post 586 B.C the fall of Jerusalem   
Evidence:  

 vs 11-14 most naturally fit as a description of fall of Jerusalem and  correspond with say 
Psalm 137:7 – out of bitterness / out of exile .  

 Specific prophecies against Edom for example in Ezekiel 35 use similar words. 

  Jeremiah 49:9 uses the same grape gatherers and plunderers analogy.  

 References to Ephriam and Samaria suit a later date too.  
 

I am more persuaded of the later date post the fall  of Jerusalem ( 586 B.C.)  
 

 
 

 
From where was it written  There is a reference to the EXILES of the Israelites and the EXILES of 
JERUSALEM who are in Sepharad in verses 20 and 21. This suggests it is written by Obadiah living 
amongst the Exiles in Babylon.  
 

 To whom was it written  No specific audience indicated. But it is an oracle against Edom.. 
The Edomites are the primary subect  but the most likely audience are the Exiles who 
experienced violence under the Babylonian invasion while their Edomite ‘brother’ simply 
looked on and gloated!  

 

HISTORICAL METHOD 

BACKGROUND : Edom’s history (Edom and Esau are interchangeable terms) –  
 

Genesis 26: 23.  ‘the nations are in your womb and two peoples born of you shall be 
divided one shall be stronger than the other the elder shall serve the younger –  
Here we see the prediction of division between Israel and Edom. But this relationship was 
ambivalent. Though Esau goes on to hate Jacob Gen 27:41 they are reconciled in Gen 33. 
(Genesis 36:31-39 has a list of 8 kings who reigned in Edom before the monarchy was 
established in Israel). In Deuteronomy 2:2-6  the Israelites are commanded to bypass Edom 
as they are their kin . In 2 Kings 3:9  we see this friendship continue in Elisha’s day. But on 
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other occasions they are a deadly enemy eg Numbers 20:14- 21 where Edom refuses to let 
Israel pass through beyond the wilderness and Amos 1:11-15 .  ‘he pursued his brother 
with the sword and cast off all pity: he maintained his anger perpetually and kept his wrath 
for ever’  (prophesied  in  the reign of Jeroboam II of northern kingdom.) So the relationship  

between the Judeans and the Edomites went back hundreds of years. Their ancestors were 
twin brothers.   

The political situation:  
    Edom was a vassel state to both the Assyrians and the Babylonians over a 200 year period 
734- 586 . It is likely that Edom played a part in the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. and in the 
forced deportation of Judah’s people by Nebuch. King of Babylon in that same year.  The last king 
Zechariah was taken to Babylon in chains. Jerusalem was destroyed including the temple and the 
3

rd
 and final deportation  occurred in 582.  

 
JUDAH KINGS reigning  
Though not mentioned in Obadiah it is possible it was written during the  reign of the puppet king/ 
governor originally named Mattaniah who was made king in nephew Jehoiachin’s place - by the 
Babylonians. He was renamed Zedekiah.  
  

Other prophets – contemporary Ezekiel , Jeremiah. 



LITERARY METHOD  

What kind of literature is this book . OT prophetic Hebrew poetry  thoughout.  
Synonyous parallelism. 

I will surely make you least among the nations: 
you shall be utterly despised    

 
. e.g of synomymous and antithetic parallelism. Here Obadiah uses very colouful word painting in  
two or three line patterns.  

Though you soar aloft like an eagle, 
though your nest is set among the stars , 

from there I will bring you down ( 4)  
 
 

The Key VERSE is : 10 For the slaughter and violence done to your brother Jacob shame shall cover 
you and you shall be cut off forever  
 
There may be a chiasmic structure in Obadiah which takes the following approximate form 
highlighting the reason Edom is judged – for the violence done to his brother Esau.  (Not drawn to 
scale) :  
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SURVEY METHOD  

What is the main idea of the book?   

 Edom has failed to help Judah it’s close relative on the day it was violently slaughtered. It 
gloated over it’s destruction . It will be punished by God for it’s failure with destruction 
and brought down to the ground in shame from it’s  position of lofty power.  

 Judah was abandoned by Edom at it’s time of need but will see those who survive – the 
exiles - ruling over Edom and going up to Mount Zion.  

Why was the book written?  

 To encourage the Exiles who survive the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. that God will judge 
their close relative Edom who should have helped them.. Justice will be done.  

 But God also encourages them that the status quo will be reversed. The people of Judah 
will rule and possess those who ruled them.  

 He will honour his promise to bring his exiles back to their LAND and restore them in 
unprecedented ways 17-21. His kingdom will be a Holy Kingdom. 16/17/21. The new 
kingdom they are part of will be the LORD’s and his Mount Zion will be HOLY.  

 To charge the Edomites with their crime. 
 

What does this book show about the character of God?    
God is the JUDGE of all the nations 16.  
He will act on behalf of his people – bringing justice and vengeance. 15 
God is HOLY – 16,17,21 
God keeps his promises.  
God bring down the proud. 4  
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How many times did you read this book? 20 at least.  
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