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	CRITICAL METHOD   

	Who wrote the book  

Internal evidence : Author not specified. But we can draw the following conclusions;

· Whoever the author was  had access to Persian King’s chronicles :

2:23 When the affair was investigated… It was recorded in the books of the annals in the presence of the king. 

10:2 all the acts of his power and might and the full account of the high honour of Mordecai to which the king advanced him, are they not written in the annals of the kings of Media and Persia? 

· There is also the intriguing verse 9:20

Mordecai recorded all these things…

This suggests the narrative uses eye witness material recorded by Mordecai himself. There may be a case for arguing Mordecai wrote  the whole book  though 10:1-3 feels like an independent narrators voice as do other passages praising Mordecai. The book is also written in the 3rd person though that does not necessarily discount Mordecai as the author. 

· The text has Persian names and shows an intimate knowledge of Persian customs, locations , situations etc

External evidence : 

· French archaeological evidence supports the refs to the palace layout in the book. Eg. Floor plan confirms biblical account

In summary , my superficial view is an independent writer has put this book together drawing on Mordecai’s written accounts perhaps included in accounts written in Persian royal documents. 

· Mordecai ( or the day of Mordecai) is mentioned in 2 Maccabees in the 2nd century BC.


	When was it written    

Kings reign dates recorded in the book: 

assuming Ahasuerus ( Xerxes)  reigned 486 465 BC 
1:2      3rd year of Ahasuerus reign = 483 BC  lavish banquet. Queen Vashti banished 

4 year gap 

2:16   7th year of Ahasuerus reign = 479 BC   Esther becomes Queen 

5 year gap

3:7    12th year of Ahasuerus reign = 474 BC   Haman requests destruction of Jews. 

1 year gap

9:20   first celebration of Purim  = 473 BC 

Total span of events in book = 10 years- 483-473 BC
assuming 

EZRA RETURNS 458 BC
NEHEMIAH RETURNS 445BC
In summary ; the book is probably written some time between 473BC and Nehemiah’s possible return in 445 BC ( neither Ezra’s or Nehemiah’s return – the rebuilding of temple or walls is mentioned. Surely it would be very unlikely these events were not mentioned if they had already happened?) 

	From where was it written   Intimate familiarity with the Persian King Ahaserus’ palace in Susa suggests this is the origin of the author of the document. Susa was an Elamite capital in the 3rd millenium. It was destroyed by Ashurbanipal of Babylon in 639BC Darius chose Susa as his royal residence . The city was extended and a sumptous palace built. 

	To whom was it written  

The frequent reference to Jews clearly indicates the Jews are the primary audience. The Jews included descendants of those captives  carried away from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon  with King Jeconiah ( Jehoiachin ) of Judah in 605 BC. (Mordecai is one of those  descendants) . One of the clear purposes of the book is to record the necessity of keeping the festival of Purim so that ‘ it should never fall into disuse among the Jews nor should the commeration of these days cease among their descendants’ 9:28. 

	HISTORICAL METHOD

	a) What is the political situation: 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away Jews into exile in 605 BC. But because of the  Persian king Cyrus’ benevolent attitude to minority groups of other faiths many Jews had returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple under Zeruabbabel in 539BC.  (Ezra 1 and 2) This rebuilt temple was completed in Darius’ reign in 515BC. 

 Darius made Susa his royal residence and built the palace Ahasuerus inherited. Esther 1:1 says he ruled over 127 provinces from India to Ethiopia . These provinces were ruled by governors ( 1:3) and are mentioned many  times in Esther 3:8, 12,13, 8:9,11,17, 9:2,12,20,28,29.

Jews lived in both Susa and the provinces: 

The Jews were“ scattered and separated among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom“ 3:8  

The Jews gathered in their cities throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus 9:2

9:18-20 But the Jews who were in Susa gathered on.... therefore the Jews of  the villages, who live in the open towns.....Mordecai recorded these things and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces ... both near and far.“

b) the reigning kings in Judah and / or Israel and the surrounding nations. 
PERSIAN Kings : 

                 CYRUS 550-529 (1:1- 4:3, 6:1 -5)
DARIUS 1   522-486 (4:5, 24, 5:1-6:22) 

XERXES ( Ahasuerus) 486-465  (4:6)
ARTAXERXES 1  465-425 (4:7-23, 7:1-28)

c)Other prophets – contemporary - none mentioned nor references to prophecy


	LITERARY METHOD 

	What kind of literature is this book? Hebrew narrative with Persian words and language influences. No Greek influence. Persian names . ( Esther Hebrew name  was Hadassah 2:7) The book a wonderfully crafted story with traces of humour and many ironies. It is designed to entertain as well as inform and encourage. The structure of the book is both chiasmic with a turning point where the king reads of Mordecai’s good deed and also linear with the triumphant conclusion of the Jews over their enemies. 


	SURVEY METHOD 

	What is the main idea of the book? 

God loves and will deliver His exiled people.
No nation or person who plots against God’s people will suceed.Though they may for a while appear to have the upper hand – God will turn things on their head – those who honour him he will exalt and those  who trample on his people will become weak. 
Behind apparently hopeless circumstances God is at work.

God rights all wrongs. 



	Why was the book written?  

To show the Jews living under a Suzerain foreign power that God is their God who will deliver them.  He has overcome their enemies in the past – the Egyptians ( passover) the Amalekites ( thro’ Saul) and very recently from plots under Ahaserus. 

To show God’s power surpasses all human authority ; He can even raise up a simple Jewish girl  as Queen of an foreign Empire, give a Jew the authority of a powerful foreign king and change a day of potential destuction into a day when the Jews gain power over their foes. He will humble the proud and exalt the humble. His blessings are abundant. 

As a record of the astonishing events through Mordecai and Esther called Purim which must be remembered and the festival never fall into disuse. 


	What aspects of God’s character are revealed in this book? 

 God can shape circumstances and people’s lives for his own purposes.

 He is a God of justice. 

He exalts the humble and brings down the arrogant and proud. 

He responds to the prayers of the righteous.  
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	How many times did you read this book? 20



