
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

1 Jude brother of James 
1b   to called – mercy/ peace 
1:3 contend for the faith 

crept in ungodly –sensuality- deny Jesus 

1:5 people Egypt  destroyed 
 

angels judgment 
Sodom – sexual immorality -punishment  eternal 

8 people relying on dreams 
 
          defile flesh/ reject authority / blaspheme  

 
way of Cain/Balaam/Korah 

 
hidden reefs……darkness for ever 

 

14   judgment on  ungodly 
 

sinful desires / boasters 
show  favourtism to gain advantage 

 
  
 17 remember predictions of apostles 
 

“In last time  scoffers  /  ungodly passions” 
 

BUT   
 

Build yourselves up in the faith… 
Keep in love God  

 
Have mercy 

 
eternal life.. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

24 keep you from stumbling 
                                  Him able    

                                                  25 

A
  appeal 

B
 judgm

ent 
C

  G
odless people  

B
 judgm

ent  
A

  appeal 

Purpose of letter – those called are  to 
contend for the faith. Suggests strenuous 
effort- word used is of participants in 
athletic competition.  
Reason ? the right way is challenged by  
Christians  who have become false. Here 
their essential character is described.  
Why? As in 2 Peter to unmask their true 
character and thereby warn the reader. 
What ? the faith is described as ‘ once for 
all delivered to the saints’. 
This declares the faith is absolute not to 
be tampered with implying those who 
have crept in are doing just that.  

Who? Perhaps he is James the brother of 
Jesus ( Mt.13:55) 

 3 examples of God’s dealings with 
corrupt people/beings: 

1. Exodus  
2. angels  
3. Sodom and Gomorrah  

 
The first 2 examples deal with 
DEFECTION the 3rd APOSTASY .the 
implication ? The godless people are 
guilty of the same error.   
Why inform the reader of these facts? 
A. to reassure them that there are 
consequences for these godless 
people and  
B. to warn them that status is by itself 
no guarantee of salvation- behaviour 
inconsistent with calling results in 
punishment. Implication don’t join 
them. 
  

3 sources witness against the ungodly 
1. Scripture – Sodom and 

Gomorrah/ Cain/ Balaam 
2. extra biblical books- the 

Assumption of Moses and 
Enoch an apocryphal book 

3. and here the apostles 
predictions  

Why?  
To underwrite the author’s 
credibility and bring weight to his 
appeal and warning.  

 

Encouragement God is able to keep 
you from falling into the same error.  
Keep= phulasso to keep or preserve 
from danger of harm. Derived from 
Phulake a prison/ hold  
 
FOS stumble. 
Christian life a walk with obstacles in 
the way.  
 

This  suggests beloved were taught 
directly by apostles: verse 3  ‘I found it 
necessary to write appealing to you to 
contend for the faith that was once for all 
delivered to the saints. 

Contrast  mercy  with judgment theme 
in this letter – the believer is to wait for 
the mercy of Jesus  and they are to 
have mercy – -. Mercy is to 
characterize the believers attitude and 
not judgment . They are  to leave 
judgment to God.  
 
See contrast below . – ungodly and 
the beloved.  

JUDE 1- 25 
Key verse  
Jude 3 - “Beloved, although I was very eager 
to write to you about our common salvation , I 
found it necessary to write appealing to you to 
contend for the faith that was once for all 
delivered to the saints.  

Summary 
So we see the purpose of this short and dramatic letter is  to unmask 
and  condemn the practices of the ungodly libertines who were 
infecting  the churches and corrupting Christians. Second;to counsel 
the readers to stand firm, grow in their faith, and contend for the faith.  
The challenge is great, but so is the God who is able to keep them from 
stumbling. 
 
 
 
 

List of things believer is to do in 
contrast to those who scoff and 
indulge in ungodly passions 
 

Their behaviour follows in 
the unworthy line of Cain, 
Baalam and Korah.  
Implication: jealousy, 
greed and pride  
These Christians are 
jealous of others and so 
try to seduce them into 
immorality. The are greedy 
for money and resent 
others authority in the 
church. Implication from 
OT examples swift 
destruction awaits them 

The basic charges are these godless 
people teach and practice 
immorality,reject God’s authority and 
speak evil of angels  
Detailled description of ungodly people 
See table below. 

Who? Certain people have crept in…. 
they may be false itinerant prophets 
as described in early Christian 
sources like the Didache. 



Ungodly  verse 18-19 The beloved  verse 20-23  
Scoffers Build yourselves up in the holy faith  

The beloved are to do three things Cause divisions Praying in the Holy spirit 
Wordly Keep yourselves in love of God 
Devoid of the Spirit Waiting for mercy of Jesus  
 Have mercy on those who doubt  They are to be responsible for three groups 

of people.  
Have mercy on those who are uncertain 
about the false teaching( persuade them?) 
Make every effort to save those who are 
being led into fire by immorality and thirdly 
show mercy out of awareness that there but 
by the grace of God go I.  

 Save others by snatching them out of the 
fire 

 Show others mercy with fear 

 Hate the garment stained by the flesh Here is an exhortation to shun the polluting 
effect of their sin. Suggests leprosy analogy 
disease infected even their garments.  
 

 
 
 
 
                       

 
  

The ungodly in Jude 
verse description consequence intepretation 
Jude 4 Crept in unnoticed  Long ago designated for 

condemnation  
To creep in FOS  
To sneak in stealthily  
Implies thief, burglary, 

4 ungodly   
 Pervert the grace of God into 

sensuality  
  

 Deny Jesus   
8  Rely on own dreams  This suggests the false teachers may have claimed to 

receive some of their teachings by visions.  
8 Defile flesh   
8 Reject authority  Authority = kyriotes. Lord = Kyrios . Implication they reject 

God’s authority 
8 Blaspheme glorious ones  Glorious ones = angels as in 2 Peter 2:10. 

 
10 Blaspheme all that they do not 

understand  
Destroyed by all that 
understand instinctively 

 

10 Unreasoning animals  Unreasoning animal  FOS 
 
A lower state of being . 

11 Walked in the way of Cain  Cain’s fault was jealousy Gn.4: 1-16. Implication it is 
theirs too. Jealous of progress/ status/ influence of other 
Christians?  

 Abandoned themselves for sake of 
gain to Balaam’s error 

 Abandon self FOS 
To Abandon self Implies human is able to make objective 
choices about the course of his life –he is  not a victim of 
his desires, environment or other people  
 
Implication  
These false teachers were respected leaders as Balaam 
was to Israel .  Numbers 22-24;16 
 
Greed motivated Balaam – it motivates the godless 
.Balaam gives evil counsel to Balak pointing out how he 
could lead them into sexual immorality  and idolatry and 
bring about their downfall. 

 Perished in Korah’s rebellion  Numbers 16 
He rises up against Moses and leads a rebellon grumbling 
against Aaron. The earth opens its mouth and swallow 
them up.! Swift destruction.  
 
Implication Pride   is these godless people’s motive. They 
reject authority – particularly the leaders of the church.  

12 Hidden reefs at your love feasts  Hidden Reef FOS 
 
 suggests danger of shipwreck 

12  Feast with you without fear  Love feasts were regularly held with the Lord’s supper in 
the early church and 1 Cor 11:20ff show that these could 
be an occasion for behaviour inconsistent with Christian 
love.  

12 look after themselves   Greek word is Shepherding . Implication is they have or 



had a position of leadership but use it for there own ends 
12 Waterless clouds  Waterless cloud FOS 

 
Paradox 
Appear to be one thing but in reality are another  

12 Swept along by winds   
12 Fruitless trees in late autumn 

Twice dead , uprooted 
 Fruitless trees  

FOS  
 
Paradox 
Appear to be one thing but inwardly are another 

13 Wild waves of the sea Gloom of utter darkness 
has been reserved 

Wild waves of the sea  
FOS 
 
Implies they cause storms and turbulence- they disturb 
and agitate.  

13 Cast up foam of their own shame   
13 Wandering stars  Wandering stars 

FOS 
Possible a reference from the book of Enoch.  
 
Contradiction – stars are stationary ( of course the 
universe is in motion but everyday experience is they are 
unmoving in the sky)  
Again outer appearance is dazzling but in reality they are 
inwardly corrupt.  
 
These teachers seem to set themselves up as guides but 
are themselves off course!  

16 Grumblers  This behaviour was characteristic of the people in the 
wilderness.Ex16:2 

16 Malcontents  Literally fault finders.  
16 Follow own sinful desires    
 Showing favourtism to gain 

advantage 
  

 Loud mouthed boasters   
18 Scoffers  Word used is flattering lit admiring men’s appearances 
18 Follow own ungodly passions   
19 Cause divisions   
19 Worldy people   Natural as opposed to spiritual  
19 Devoid of the Spirit   

 
 
 
 
 


